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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application, in light of the following discussion and in 
view of the present amendment, is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-7 and 9-18 are pending in the present application. Claim 8 is cancelled without 
prejudice and claims 7, 9, 13 and 14 are amended by the present amendment. 

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 2-6, 10, 12 and 15-18 were allowed. As an initial 
matter, Applicants thank the Examiner for the early indication of allowable subject matter. 

I. Drawings 

FIGS. 1 , 2, 3A and 3B were objected to in item 3 of the outstanding Office Action. FIGS. 
1 , 2, 3A and 3B are amended to recite "Related Art," in light of the comments noted in the 
outstanding Office Action. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested this objection be withdrawn. 

In addition, FIGS. 25, 26A, 28, 35, 37 and 39 are amended only to correct minor 
informalities. It is believed no new matter is added. 

II. Rejection under 35 USC §102 

Claims 1 and 1 1 were objected to under 35 USC §1 02(e) as unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,585.778 to Hind et al. (Herein "Hind"). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Independent claim 1 recites "transmitting structure information including information for 
collecting element data from a first device to a second device" and "collecting element data by 
the second device according to the structure information." Further, independent claim 1 recites 
"transmitting the element data collected by the second device to a third device." Independent 
claim 11 Includes similar features. 

In a non-limiting example, FIGS. 10A and 10B show that a delivery source system 61 
delivers data to a delivery destination system 81 via a relay system 71. FIG. 10A shows 
structure information generated by the delivery source system 61. In the relay system 
information in the structure information, the relay system 71 is set. Furthemnore, the delivery 
destination system 81 is set in the delivery destination information. 
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The delivery source system 61 transmits the described structure information to the relay 
system 71 as shown in FIG. 10B. Upon receipt of the stnjcture infomnation, the relay system 71 
first collects corresponding element data from a storage medium provided with a resource 
system or the relay system 71 according to element data infonmation-l through element data 
information-n. The relay system 71 then generates complete data to be delivered to the delivery 
destination system 81 by assembling the collected element data according to the assembly 
information and the structure information, and transmits the complete data to the delivery 
destination system 81. 

Therefore, the relay system 71 (which receives the structure information) collects the 
element data to be delivered to the delivery destination system 81 , assembles the collected 
element data, and delivers the assembled data to the delivery destination system 81 (see the 
specification at page 21. line 9 to page 29, line 18). 

As an advantage, the delivery source system 61 does not need to collect the data to be 
delivered to a delivery destination system, and the load is lightened on the delivery source 
system 61 . Further, the capacity of a storage device for storing the data to be delivered to the 
delivery destination system 81 can be reduced (see the specification at page 29. lines 18-24). 

In contrast. Hind only discusses enforcing a data policy using style sheet processing, in 
which each data element of a document may specify a different data policy. When a document 
type definition (DTD) associated with the document reaches a node, the node applies the data 
policy. 

However, Hind does not discuss or suggest at least "collecting element data by the 
second device according to the structure information" and "transmitting the element data 
collected by the second device to a third device," as recited in independent claim 1 (and similariy 
in independent claim 1 1 ). Rather, Hind only discusses that a new "gateway or intermediary 
device" (or a node, as discussed in the Abstract of Hind) collects data from "one or more 
servers" and transfers the collected data to a "client device." Assuming arguendo that the 
"gateway or intermediary device" of Hind corresponds to a first device, the "one or more servers" 
correspond to a second device, and the "client device" corresponds to a third device recited in 
pending independent claims 1 and 11, Hind only discusses that the second device collects data 
from the first device and transfers the collected data to the third device. 
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Such a system is different from pending independent claims 1 and 1 1 , which recite 
"collecting element data by the second device" and "transmitting the element data collected by 
the second device to a third device." Claim 1 does not recite collecting element data from the 
first device and transmitting it to the third; rather, in regard to the first device, independent claim 
1 recites "transmitting structure information including information for collecting data from a first to 
a second device" (Independent claim 1 1 includes similar features). That is. independent claims 
1 and 1 1 do not recite that the structure information is transmitted to the third device, but that the 
second device collects element data according to the structure information and transmits the 
element data to a third device. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted independent claims 1 and 11 and each of the 
claims depending therefrom patentably distinguish over Hind. 

III. Rejection Under 35 USC § 103 

Claims 7-9, 13 and 14 were rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as unpatentable over Hind. 
This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Claim 8 is cancelled without prejudice, and claims 7 and 9 are amended to recite 
generating structure information including "first information to identify first element data to be 
collected by the first relay device, second information to identify second element data to be 
collected by the second relay device and third information to identify the second relay device and 
the destination device," support for which is found the originally filed specification at least at 
page 33. lines 4-20. Amended independent claims 7 and 9 also recite "transmitting the first 
element data and the structure infomiation from the first relay device to the second relay device 
according to the third information in the structure information." and "delivering the first and 
second element data from the second device to the destination device according to the third 
information in the structure infomiation." support for which is found in the originally filed 
application at least in FIGS. 13 and 14 and at page 34, line 20 to page 35, line 17. 

As an advantage, common element data to be delivered to a plurality of delivery 
destination systems can be collected by one relay system, and a plurality of sets of element data 
that differ depending on each delivery destination system may be collected by different relay 
systems. Further, common element data which is delivered to a plurality of delivery destination 
systems is not collected and delivered repeatedly, thereby increasing the efficiency of data 
delivery (see the specification at page 37, line 22 to page 38, line 8). 
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Amended independent claims 7, 9, 13 and 14 are believed to patentably distinguish over 
Hind at least for similar reasons as discussed regarding independent claims 1 and 1 1 . Further, 
Hind only discusses that data policies are enforced for documents by retrieving data policies, but 
does not discuss or suggest "generating structure information, which includes first information to 
Identify first element data to be collected by the first relay device, second infomiation to identify 
second element data to be collected by the second relay device and third information to identify 
the second relay device and the destination device," as recited in amended independent claims 
7.9. 13 and 14. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted amended independent claims 7, 9, 13 and 14 and 
each of the claims depending therefrom patentably distinguish over Hind. 

IV. Updated IDS and Form PTO-1449 

In light of the comment noted in item 2 of the outstanding Office Action, the relevant 
portions of references AJ-AL are considered to be the drawings and other infomnation 
ascertainable in the untranslated Japanese references since English Abstracts are not available 
for those particular references. Accordingly, enclosed is an updated form PTO-1449, and it is 
respectfully requested consideration of the references listed In the updated Fomn PTO-1449 be 
acknowledged in the next Office Communication. 
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V. Conclusion 

Consequently, in light of the above discussion and in view of the present amendment, 
this application is believed to be in condition for allowance and an early and favorable action to 
that effect is respectively requested. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Date: June 15. 2004 




1201 New York Avenue, NW. Suite 700 
Washington. D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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<?xmi_veLsiorelL01?> 

<de I i very.def i n i t i on> 

<!— NewYork— > 

<del ivery_info> 
<gateway>netfyork@del ivery, com</gateway> 

<structure>http : //www. de I i very, com/st ructure/news. xm I </structure> 
<data_list> ^ 

<news>http. //www. de I i very, com/wor I d_news. xml </news> 
</data_list> 
<r ecept i on i s I i s t> 

<recept i on i st>U-1§f oo. com</r ecejtfpt i on i st> 

<r ece etj o nj it> U - n@f Qo^cpm</r ec^pt i om st> 

</reGeptionist_l ist> 
< ! — Yugos I av i an — > 
<del ivery_info> 
<gateway>yugo@del ivery. com</gateway> 
<data_list> 

<news>news. xml</news> 
</data_list> 

<receptionist_l ist> * ^ 

<receptioni5t>Y-1@foo. com</rec^ptionist> ^ 

<r ecept i on i st>Y-n@f oo. com</r ece;lipt i on i st> 

</r e^eptj_on i s t_ M_s t> {_ 

^/3en very_i7iTo> 
<!— Asia— > 
<del i very_info> 

<geteway>as 1 a@de I i very. com</gateway> ^ 
<structure>http. //as i a. de 11 very, com/structure/news, xm I </structur e> ^ 
<data_list> 
<news>news. xm I </news> 

<news>http : //as i a. de 11 very, com/as i an_news. xm I </news> 
</data_list> 
<receptionist_l ist> 

<categoi^>as2a</catego£y> 

<7r" 3cept I on7st„TTst;r 
<! — Japan — > 
<del i very_info> 

<gateway> japan@de I i very. co. jp</gateway> (D 
<structure>http:/www. del ivery. oo. jp/structure/ japan. xmK/structure/ 
<data_list> 
<news>news. xml</news> 

<news>.thhp://www. del ivery. oo. jp/japan_news. xml</news> 
</data_l i sty^^-__ UHp 
<reGeptionist_l ist> 

<ca tegor y> j apan</cat egor y> 
</r ecept i on i st_ I i st> 

</de I jve r.y_ i nf o> ; 

~'^Xr<ieTjyWf)f_\ nTo> 

<73elT ve r y_l nfoT 
</de I i very_def i n i t i on> 
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<?xml version="1.0''?> 

<!DOCTYPE daily_news> [ 

< I ENT I TY news SYSTEM "news, xm I "> 

< I ENT I TY as i an_news SYSTEM "as i an_news. xm I "> 

]> 

<da te>2yyy-yy-yy</ date> 
<ed i t i on>yy</ed i t i on> 
&as i an_news ; 
&news ; 

</da i I y_news> 
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<?xml version=''1.0''?> 

<!DOCTYPE daily_news> [ 

<! ENTITY news SYSTEM "news.xmr> 

< I ENTITY japan_news SYSTEM "japan_news. xin I "> 

]> 

<at a -l y_n o ws ^- <<i<3irU^v\ew5S 
<date>2zzz-zz-zz</date> 
<ed i 1 1 on>zz</ed 1 1 1 on> 
&japan_news; 
&news ; 

</da i I y_news> 
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<?xml version="1.0''?> 

<!DOCTYPE dai ly_news> [ 

< ! ENT I TY news SYSTEM "news. xm I "> 

<!ENTITY japan_news SYSTEM "japan.news. xmr'> 

<!ENTITY personaLnews SYSTEM "personaLnews. xmr'> 

]> 

<date>2zzz-zz-zz</date> 
<ed i t i on>zz</ed i t i on> 
&personal_news; 
&japan_news; 
&news ; 

</da i I y.news> 
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